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go round him five or seven times, anoint his body with
turmeric, and touch his forehead with sacred water, betel
leaf, etc. From this time until his marriage he must
carry about with him a pair of silver nutcrackers, and
the girl a case containing black dye used in beautifying
the eyelids, for the purpose of repelling evil spirits. A
little of the turmeric paste with which the body of the
bridegroom has been anointed is sent by the family
barber to the bride in a silver cup, with which she
anoints her body."

Next comes the marriage ceremony. Before the
bridegroom leaves his house he is superbly dressed in
coloured clothes, and a grand procession, headed by a
band of music, Is formed, the youth riding in a gaily
painted palanquin or carriage. As soon as he arrives at
the house of the bride, he is conducted to a seat of red
satin in the courtyard under an awning. When the
guests are seated, the genealogies of the two families
are proclaimed. After this the bridegroom, having put
on a simple robe of red silk, is conducted to the place
where the religious ceremony takes place. As soon as
he is seated, the bride, closely veiled, is carried on a
stool and placed on his left side. The priest gives the
bridegroom a few blades of Kusa grass which he winds
round his fingers, and a little Ganges water, which he
holds in his hand whilst his father-in-law repeats a
mantra. The bridegroom having placed his hand in
a vessel of holy water, and the bride hers upon it, the
priest ties them together with a garland of flowers. As
soon as this is done the father of the girl says:
"I------------,give------------tothee------------" The bride-
groom replies: " I have received her." The father-in-
law having united their hands, and poured holy water
on their heads^ a form something like the following is